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Elizabeth Moats 
ODFW Hydropower Coordinator December 8, 2013 
170 20th Street 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
Email: Elizabeth.A.OsierMoats@state.or.us  
Phone: (541) 962-1832 
 
Subject: Comments for fish passage waiver at Mason Dam 

Mason dam was never intended to have a fish ladder. One of the problems, if one was put in, 
it would only be used during the irrigation period as this was the main purpose of the dam and it still 
is the main purpose. The irrigation period lasts about five months of the year and what fish would 
use it is very few indeed; as there are no Adromonus fish runs {Salmon and Steelhead} in the Powder 
River. 

To make Baker County hold to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) proposal 
to waive fish passage at the dam for placing culverts at McCully Fork and Silver Creek, which are 
above the Mason Dam is going to cost the tax payers of Baker County thousands of dollars; even 
though the County proposed using their own equipment for these projects to try and save money. 

If ODFW wants these fish passages upstream improved, they should get money through 
grants or fishing license and not make Baker County tax payers pay for it. Since the fish passage 
through Mason Dam would be non effective anyway. Also, after all this is done, based on how 
agencies work, the county would then go through the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process, 
which involves every agency in the country to have a say. 

The USFW, ODFW, EPA, DSL, DEQ, USFS, BLM, Environmentalists’ and the Tribes and who 
knows what others will put in their two cents worth; what’s going to happen is delay, delay and delay 
for just a simple little generator in Manson dam that will only run for about five months a year. We 
do not need any mitigation proposals it is just a form of black mail, and only the tax payers of Baker 
County will suffer by paying the bill. 

We should be saying no to fish passage at Mason Dam as not necessary and no to the ODFW 
proposal to require mitigating enhancement of streams upstream of the dam instead. We are talking 
about a dam that does not allow fish passage now. There is no changing of the basic operation of 
the dam, just the addition of making power during the time of irrigation. (A source of clean energy to 
be sold to the power grid) 

Edwin Hardt Guy Michael 
2640 14th Street 2640 14th Street 
Baker City, Oregon 97814 Baker City, Oregon 97814 
 
Email: twohardts@hotmail.com guymmining@hotmail.com 
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